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e With measures like the new Grocery Rebate, Budget 2023 is going to help

make life more affordable for families across the country.
For example, an eligible couple with kids would get up to an extra $467 with this rebate.
That’s real support for people who need it most.
When we sat down with some families this afternoon, Minister Chrystia Freeland and | spoke
with them, about the progress we’ve made - from cutting child care fees in half, to making
dental care more affordable — and we let them know that we’ll continue to make sure they
have the support they need. Justin Trudeau
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Launching survey on the future of
Canada’s immigration
system/Canadian Days

An Immigration System
for Canada’s Future

Canada

From: Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada

News release

March 27, 2023—0ttawa—The Government of Canada has launched an engagement initiative called An
Immigration System for Canadas Future. Engaging a broad range of partners and stakeholders with diverse
perspectives will help inform a vision for how our immigration system can strengthen communities across the
country. The initiative will also include a review of current policies and programs.

As another important part of this initiative to engage Canadians, the Honourable Sean Fraser, Minister of
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship, today announced the launch of a public survey to gather views from
anyone with an interest in immigration. The survey will run from March 27 to April 27, 2023.

If you would like to help shape the future of Canadas immigration system, please visit our website to learn more
and complete the survey.

Quotes

“Consulting clients, stakeholders and those with expertise in immigration in Canada is our opportunity to get
your feedback on how best to support and strengthen our communities, from coast to coast to coast. |
encourage all Canadians to take the time to share their ideas and perspectives, and help us shape an
immigration system that will contribute to Canadas success for generations to come.”

- The Honourable Sean Fraser, Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship

Quick facts

The survey will be available online and will take approximately 15 minutes to complete. Responses to the survey
are anonymous.

Responses to the survey will have no impact on any past, current or future applications with IRCC.
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immigration measures to support Turkish and Syrian temporary residents in Canada

home at this time due to the destruction caused by the earthquakes in the region.

unced new
0 may be unable to return

Effective March 29, 2023, Turkish and Syrian nationals can continue to study, work or visit family by applying for
an extension of their status free of charge. An open work permit pathway will be made available for Turkish and
Syrian nationals already in Canada. These measures will make it easier for Turkish and Syrian nationals who wish
to extend their temporary status in Canada and to move between temporary streams.

Recognizing that some permanent residence applicants have lost their travel documents as a result of the
earthquakes, we will waive the requirement to hold a passport or travel document to be approved for a permanent
resident visa to come to Canada. We are also making it easier for Canadian citizens and permanent residents from
Turkiye and Syria to return to Canada by waiving fees for temporary passports, limited-validity passports or
emergency travel documents, as well as Canadian citizenship certificates and permanent resident travel
documents.

These new measures build on work already under way to prioritize overseas applications from those who have
been personally impacted by the earthquakes. New and existing temporary residence applications from the
affected regions, as well as permanent residence applications—including refugee resettlement applications—are
all being processed on a priority basis. This includes visitor visa applications for immediate family members of
Canadian citizens and Canadian permanent residents, so they can join their loved ones in Canada.

Canada is also working with UN partners in the area to provide temporary shelter for refugees in Canadas
resettlement process who have been seriously impacted while they wait for their applications to be processed. We
will continue to closely monitor the needs of people in the region and will adapt our response as needed.
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- Historic increase in skilled immigrants will help fill jobs in the skilled trades, technology and health care

March 18, 2023

Ministry of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development

TORONTO — The Ontario government is doubling the number of economic immigrants it selects in 2025 to over 18,000 to help solve
the provinces critical labour shortage. With nearly 300,000 jobs going unfilled daily, this will allow Ontario to select more of the
workers needed to fill gaps in critical industries like the skilled trades, technology and health care.

“From 9,000 immigration spots in 2021 to over 18,000 in 2025, today5 announcement is a significant win for the people of Ontario
and will help us control our economic destiny by selecting more of the skilled immigrants we know are well-placed to succeed and
build stronger communities for all of us,” said Monte McNaughton, Minister of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development.
“On behalf of Premier Ford and the people of Ontario, | want to thank Minister Fraser and the federal government for their
commitment to meet us at the table and land this historic immigration increase.”

In April 2021, Minister McNaughton called on the federal government to double the number of immigrants allowed under the Ontario
Immigrant Nominee Program (OINP) to help tackle the labour shortage. Ontario reached its allocation of 9,750 immigrants through
the OINP in 2022, including 3,900 skilled trades workers, 2,200 software and IT workers, and nearly 100 nurses and personal support
workers.

“As we remain focused on addressing the acute labour market shortages and building a strong economy into the future, one thing
remains certain: immigration is a key part of the solution,” said Sean Fraser, Federal Minister of Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship. “As Canadas flagship regional economic immigration program, the Provincial Nominee Program's increasing growth will
support the long-term well-being of communities in Ontario. | am grateful for the outstanding working relationship | have with
Minister McNaughton and look forward to continuing to work with the province to achieve our shared economic immigration
objectives.”

To further attract the skilled workers Ontario needs the most and ensure they can start working in their professions sooner, the
province was the first in Canada to remove discriminatory barriers that prevent foreign-trained professionals from continuing their
careers in sectors they trained in, such as engineering, law, accounting and skilled trades.
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Federal, provincial and territorial immigration
Ministers meet to plan for the future of Canada’s
immigration system/Canadian Days

From: Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada
News release
March 10, 2023 - Halifax, Nova Scotia - The Forum of Ministers Responsible for Immigration (FMRI) met today at the Canadian Museum of
Immigration in Halifax, Nova Scotia to continue their discussions on the future of immigration in Canada. Ministers focused on advancing joint
initiatives to respond to pan-Canadian immigration priorities and were pleased with progress made towards improving the effectiveness of Canadas
immigration system to meet economic and regional needs.
In follow-up to the meeting last July, Ministers discussed increasing provincial/territorial (PT) involvement in economic immigrant selection,
increased allocations in the Provincial/Territorial Nominee Programs (PNPs), finding ways to improve application processing times, reducing
duplication and providing greater agency over PNPs. Ministers welcomed IRCCS first ever Multi-Year Allocation Plan, which includes an unprecedented
44% growth in PNP allocations for 2023. The plan also includes notional allocations for 2024 and 2025. Ministers also had productive conversations
about settlement and integration efforts, Foreign Credential Recognition (FCR) and Canadas humanitarian response to the developing situation in
Ukraine.
Canadas Immigration Ministers condemned Russias invasion of Ukraine and discussed how Ukrainians and their family members who are fleeing
Russias aggression and violence have been welcomed and supported. Ministers reviewed the initial results of the Ukraine Rapid Impact Evaluation,
taking stock of the policies and supports put in place related to Canadas immigration response. Ministers discussed the impacts of the response on
PTs, communities and municipalities, as well as immigration stakeholders. Ministers continued to emphasize the need for a collaborative multilateral
approach to cost and information sharing to ensure newcomers are welcomed in a coordinated and comprehensive manner. PT Ministers urged
Canada to clarify the timeframe of the Canada-Ukraine Authorization for Emergency Travel (CUAET) and to extend temporary measures, including the
Canada-Ukraine Transitional Assistance Initiative and temporary hotel accommodations, to assist displaced Ukrainians arriving in Canada. Ministers
raised the need to have future discussions on pathways to Permanent Residency for Ukrainians for those who seek to remain in Canada or are unable
to return home to Ukraine.
Some Ministers raised the high volumes of asylum claimants crossing into Canada between ports of entry and reflected on their capacity to manage
the new arrivals. The importance of continuing to work together in supporting vulnerable people who come to Canada to seek asylum was noted.
Ministers discussed collective priorities on FCR, particularly as it relates to internationally-educated healthcare professionals (IEHPs), with a focus on
the important role of immigration and the FMRI in responding to labour shortage issues, with PTs collaborating towards better credential recognition
for new Canadians. Ministers agreed to collectively focus on key areas including in the selection stage, understanding the complex regulatory
environment, advancing the quality of FCR pre-arrival information sharing and enhancing federal, provincial and territorial (FPT) collaboration,
particularly with the Forum of Labour Market Ministers.
Ministers recommitted to working together to deliver a more agile, client-centered economic immigration system where there is increased PT
involvement in the selection of economic immigrants. Ministers noted the distinctive and essential FPT government roles and responsibilities that
contribute to Canadas immigration system, and the need to maintain complementary and flexible programs. PT Ministers received updates on the
development of category-based selection through the Express Entry economic immigration platform and joint opportunities to reduce duplication in
application processing, including streamlined assessments of PNP applications. Ministers discussed the necessity of improving federal immigration
processing times for both temporary and permanent pathways. The FMRI placed a collective focus on ensuring the effectiveness of the immigration
system in meeting economic and regional needs and continued to recognize that PT knowledge of regional labour market needs is an advantage that
must be leveraged.
Ministers considered how to continue to advance FPT collaboration on immigration targets and regional economic immigration, including key
programs such as the PNP and Atlantic Immigration Program (AIP). The PNP remains the primary tool for regional immigration and addressing
employers’ labour market needs. Ministers agreed that the regionalization of immigration remains important and that, as immigration targets
increase, absorptive capacity of communities to welcome newcomers needs to be examined.
Ministers reflected on past service delivery models, the current approach, and what may be needed in the future for the delivery of settlement
services, with an emphasis on exploring opportunities to better support outcomes and retention, including greater PT involvement and enhanced
funding. Ministers took stock of current federal and PT roles in settlement services, recognizing both successes and challenges, as well as
opportunltles going forward. Ministers noted the value of locally-informed, flexible and responsive services that support immigrants’integration and
ir PT of landing. Ministers agreed to,discuss service delivery models and the role of the federal, provincial, territorial governments at

Ministers agreed to take steps to ensure public support for immigration remains strong, and to continue to work t@gether te
FPT immigration and settlement goals contribute to Canadas current and future prosperity. Minister Fraser invited his colleagues t0
recently launched Strategic Immigration Review.  The Government of Canada
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From: Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship
Canada

News release

February 23, 2023—Halifax—

Immigration is critical to Canada’s long-term
success. To fully harness the potential of
immigration and create the best experience for
newcomers, Canada needs an immigration system
that is strong, easy to navigate and adaptive to
change.

The Honourable Sean Fraser, Minister of
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship, today
announced the start of a broad-based engagement
initiative—An Immigration System for Canada’s
Future—aimed at exploring how immigration
policies and programs can support a shared vision
for Canada’s future. The engagement, which will
continue throughout the spring, will include in-
person dialogue sessions across the country,
thematic workshops and a survey for the public
and our clients. The input gathered will inform
Canada’s future immigration policies and
programs, and will help shape a system that will
benefit communities across the country for
decades to come.

Shaping the future of
immigration in Canada /
Canadian Days

The next generation of Canada’s immigration system will
involve continued, whole-of-society collaboration. That is
why this engagement initiative is intended to capture a
diversity of perspectives from a broad range of partners
and stakeholders, including all levels of government,
businesses, academia, post-secondary institutions,
settlement organizations, implicated sectors in Canada
and our clients.

To kick off the engagement initiative, Minister Fraser
chaired the first dialogue session in Halifax. The session
provided an opportunity for the Minister and participants
to exchange ideas and discuss how Canada’s immigration
policies and programs can better support the needs of
communities from coast to coast.

If you would like to contribute to the future of Canada’s
immigration system, Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada (IRCC) will also be launching a survey,
which will be available to the public later in March in
addition to the dialogue sessions and thematic
workshops with stakeholders. We encourage you to visit
our website to learn more about how to get involved.

Government of Canada .
www.canadiandays.ca 22
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Prime Minister announces

Independent Special Rapporteur
to help protect the integrity
of Canada’s democracy

March 15, 2023
Clarenville, Newfoundland and Labrador
The Government of Canada takes any attempts at undermining our democracy very seriously and will
continue to take action to protect our institutions and uphold Canadians’confidence in our democracy.
The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today announced that the federal government intends to appoint the
Right Honourable David Johnston as Independent Special Rapporteur, a new role as part of a suite of
measures to help combat foreign interference and strengthen confidence in our federal electoral process and
democratic institutions. This follows consultations with all parties in the House of Commons.
Mr. Johnston is an accomplished Canadian public servant and law professor. He served as the 28th Governor
General of Canada from 2010 to 2017, an important role in Canadas democracy.
Prior to his installation as Governor General, Mr. Johnston was a professor of law for 45 years. He has spoken
and written extensively on Canadas democratic institutions and the value of trust. Mr. Johnston has chaired
or served on many provincial and federal task forces and committees and has served on the boards of more
than a dozen public companies. In 2007, Prime Minister Stephen Harper announced Mr. Johnston would serve
as a special advisor, drafting the terms of reference for a public inquiry into the Airbus affair, which became
the Oliphant Commission. He is currently serving as the Leaders’'Debates Commissioner, contributing actively
to our democracy, a role from which he will step down to serve as Independent Special Rapporteur.
In this new role, Mr. Johnston will have a wide mandate to look into foreign interference in the last two
federal general elections and make expert recommendations on how to further protect our democracy and
uphold Canadians’'confidence in it. The Government of Canada will comply with and implement his public
recommendations, which could include a formal inquiry, a judicial review, or another independent review
process. We will be working with Mr. Johnston to finalize his mandate in the coming days, and it will be made
public.
Building on the work of the National Security and Intelligence Review Agency (NSIRA) and the National
Security and Intelligence Committee of Parliamentarians (NSICOP), both of which are also reviewing foreign
mterference in the last two elections, as well as other ongoing processes, Mr. Johnston will identify any

: iIi er attention to protect the mtegrlty of Canadas democracy.
The Government of Canada will continue to takKe : : ‘
strongest and most stable in the world - and uphold Canadians’confidence in our mstitutio'ns.




Mississauga cits
boost-housing

growth and meet the provmce s targets .

Crombie said Mississauga, home to nearly 800,000
people, is already in demand. She said the city needs to
build more homes "responsibly" and it is preparing to
welcome tens of thousands of new residents in the
coming decades. But the city will not sacrifice its identity
and character, she added.

"We will help increase the supply of housing by allowing
more density in areas of our city that will be welcoming
higher orders of transit, such as communities along the
Hazel McCallion LRT, making it easier to build semi-
detached triplexes, townhouses, stacked townhouses and
garden suites in existing neighbourhoods that will help us
accommodate more families, seniors, students and
people who want to live and work in our city," she said.
The plan, Growing Mississauga, has five goals: increasing
supply, improving affordability, streamlining approvals,
implementing the plan and educating residents. The city
says it outlines where private sector and government
support is needed to meet the pace of development.

 take actions to continue to increase housmg

supply, such as:

- Reducing exclusionary zoning to allow more
semis, duplexes, triplexes, garden suites and
garage conversions without special zoning
permissions in low density areas.

- Creating opportunities for new residential
housing in employment areas.

Implementing zoning permissions for the future
redevelopment to create new mixed-use
communities.

- Encouraging more transit-oriented development
by enacting updated zoning policies for what are
known as "Major Transit Station Areas."

The city says residents will have the chance to

learn more and share their thoughts through
information sessions and online discussions.
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